2ivd October 2026

Heqd's welcome

What a busy half term it has beenl | hope
everyone has a wonderful and well-deserved
break next week. When we return, there is lots
happening across school, with many of our year
groups heading out and about on trips and plenty

more exciting learning opportunities ahead.  [SESEEEESIN S/
Thank you to all our Reception families who have
attended our Stay and Play sessions. It has been
wonderful to have you in school, sharing in your

children’s learning and working alongside our
staff. We really value these opportunities to bring
our families into school and hope to offer many

more throughout the year. Have a fantastic half

term, and we will see you all back in school on

Monday Znd November. c 0 nt e nt S
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Heads Welcome / Attendance

Autumn diary dates / Reminders

Att e n 4 q n C e Book. / Theme of the Month - October

Little Leaders 2026/27

At Highfields we have high expectations when it Black History Month. / Art workshop
comes to attendance and so our attendance target Bogs Football Team / Mental Health Dag
is 97%. This week’s whole school attendance was Golden Book / Tea Party

97 1%. The highest attending classes this week Reception/Y! & Y2 newsletter

were, Y3 & YL/Y5 & Y6 newsletter
EYFS - RW 98 5% Hall of Fame

KSI - 1SS 949.2%
KS2 - 3L 99.3%

follow High&fﬁ\élos‘ i;ggleam ﬁ r@



Diqr\, Dates and Reminders

Gkl es.

23" _ LM swimming
23rd - Children break up for half term

@c/t&u@/v’v HO&%@ Tv’\//b H—@/M!?ugx
Monday 26™ - Friday 30™ October

N ootk es

2™ _ Children return to school
2™ _ House of Parliament trip parent mtg
3pm

3" _ School nurse parent drop in dam

3rd - Receptton parent Wellcomm workshop

2 45pm

L™~ |PP parent meetings from 3.30pm
6™ - LM swimming

Ath - Flu vaccination catch up session
I0™ - Houses of Parliament trip

||th

- Y3 trip to Cresswell Craggs

Tk Trlple P parent workshop

|3™ _ Reception assembly to parents
2 45pm

13% _ LM swimming

17" - Y trip to Lunt Roman Fort
18th - ¥5 trip to RAF Cosford

18" - Triple P parent workshop
19th - Y2 trip to Selly Manor

20™ _ Children in need

20" - Y assembly to parents dam
20" - LM swimming

25™ _ Flu vaccination catch up session,
25" _ Triple P parent workshop
27" - LM swimming

PE DQ\'S

Here are the days you will need to send
your child to school in their PE kits for
the first half of the Autumn term;

MONDAY - Reception, Year | and 2
TUESDAY - Year 3,5 and 6
WEDNESDAY — Year | and 2

THURSDAY — Year 3, 4k, 5 and 6
FRIDAY — Reception and Year L

Mchool Nyrse Drop In

Tuesday 3rd November
94.00am - 10:00am

Parents and carers are warmly invited to
attend our School Nurse Drop-In Session on
Tuesday 3rd November from 94:00am to
10:00am..

This informal session provides an opportunity
to discuss any concerns you may have about
your child’s health, wellbeing, development,
emotional needs, sleep, nutrition, or any
other health-related matters. The School
Nurse will be available to offer advice,
guidance, and support in a confidential
setting.

Tea, coffee and biscuits will be available, so
please come along for a chat and take
advantage of this valuable opportunity.

We look forward to welcoming you.




Bbooks of the Month - October

Please see below, October’s Book of the Month that we will be sharing in school. In reception
and years | and 2, the book will be placed in the ‘book to share’ box so that your child will
be able to bring it home and share it with you at some point during the year. In years 3-6,
copies will go into the school library for children to select as their reading book as and when
they wish.
The books for October are:
EYFS: ‘Gruffalo Granny’ by Julia Donaldson
Years | and 2: ‘Ravi's Dancing Hands’ by Sumana Seehoruth
Years 3 and 4: ‘Ghost and Toast: Slice to Meet You!" by Phil Corbett
Years 5 and 6: ‘Lumi and the Wolf’ by Lottie Saakho

Theme gf thic fonth
Tosr & |
w All month - Black History month

During the month of October, we will be looking I - National poetry day
at the theme of ‘Forgiveness’. We will be 2" World smile day
discussing when we may need to show forgiveness 4" - World animal day
towards others and why this is so important. 5" - World teacher’s day
Children will begin to understand that forgiveness 6" - National noodle day
is to stop blaming someone for their mistakes. 8" World sight day
accepting peoples apologies and moving on. We will 10" - World mental health day
discuss the emotions you may feel during these 13" - National train your brain day
situations, both negative and positive and how to 15" - Global handwriting day
deal with these emotions. 17" - International day for poverty eradication
At home, we hope you will continue the discussions 21" - Global ethics day
to build on these thoughts. 22" - International stuttering awareness day
Activity Ideas 23" - International snow leopard day

. Read stories about forgiveness. 24" - Make a difference day

. Discuss when they/you have had to forgive 25" - World pasta day
someone. 28" - International animation day

30" - World lemur da



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ZxZbRVvbYM

A Fantastic Attendance Success!

As we come to the end of another busy and successful half term, we have a wonderful achievement
to celebrate together.

Last week, our school attendance reached an incredible 97.4%. This is a truly outstanding
achievement and one that every member of our school community should be proud of.
Bhind this figure are hundreds of children arriving each morning ready to learn, parents and
carers making sure routines are in place, and staff working hard to create an environment where
children feel happy, safe, and excited to come to school. It is a reflection of the strong partnership
we share and the value that our families place on education.

Every day in school matters. Attendance is about so much more than being present in the classroom;
it is about sharing experiences, building frienckhips, developing conficence, and making memories. By
achieving 97.4%, our children have shown an incredible commitment to their learning and to one
another.

We would like to say a huge thank you to all our parents, carers, pupils, and staff for helping us
achieve this fantastic result. Your support, encouragement, and cedication make a real difference.
As we head into the halfterm break, we hope everyone takes time to relax and recharge. We look
forward to welcoming everyone hack and continuing our journey together, with even more success to
celebrate in the weeks ahead.

Well cone, Highfielcs! 97.4% attendance is something truly worth celebrating. Let's keep aiming
high and see what we can achieve next half term!

Eco Council — Pine Cone Plea

Eco Council Plea - Help Us Decorate Our Church Christmas Tree! #
Over the half-term break, if you're out enjoying a walk in the countryside, local parks,
woodlands or even your garden, please keep an eye out for pine cones.

This year, we are hoping to create beautiful natural decorations for our church Christmas
tree at St Paul’s Church in Backheath, and we would be very grateful for any pinecones
that children can collect and bring into school after the holidays. Please hand in at the

school office.

Every pine cone donated will help us create a unique and environmentally friendly display

that reflects our school's creativity and community spirit.
Thank you for your support, and happy pine cone hunting! #3 &
Please only collect pine cones that have fallen naturally to the ground and ensure children
‘ are supervised when collecting them.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ZxZbRVvbYM

Eco Council News

Look out for our new selection of Eco Books for Highfields” Library. A big thank you to the
George & Thomas Henry Salter Trust for purchasing some of these books and the Dan
Hanson Charitable Foundation for their donation of hooks.
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Thank You from Manna House Pantry Project

BETHEL
i'CHURCH

BLACKHEATH - MANMA HOUSE -
".l'icuruE: Road, Slackn=ath. Tia, \'iw Romd, Emckhents
Email: betheiblackheath @loutiook.com Emuil: manrahouse72aE=mail.com
Manna House CHO Charity Reg No: 1188732
Highfields Primary School
Beeches Rd,
Rowley Regis
B&D ODA

12™ October 2026
Gear children of Highfields Primary School,

I am writing en behalf of Bethel Church, Blackheath to say a huge thank
you to you all for supporting cur Manna House Pantry Project. We were
delighted to receive your generous Harvest food donations.
You all deserve a huge round of applause! Well done!

Looking after a home & a Tamily is very expensive. Coming to the Pantry
helps marry local families to save money on their foed bill. The money they
save con then be used to pay for other bills such as the rent, gas and
electricity instead.

Manna House is currently helping 183 fomilies with their grocery &
household shop, so a well-stocked Pantry will give them plenty of choice.
We are so glad that you are learning o care for the needs of other people
in your community.

Please say thank you to your parents/carers for sharing & then helping you
to bring your Harvest food into school.

Best wishes toyou all,
Anne Shelion
On behalf of Bethel Church




Boys Football Team vs Temple Meadow

Our boys' football team put in a tremendous performance in their recent away fixture
against Temple Meadow, earning an impressive 16-4 victory!

From the first whistle, the team showed excellent teamwork, determination and attacking
foothall, creating plenty of chances and taking them confidently. Every player contributed to
a superb all-round performance, demonstrating great sportsmanship and commitment
throughout the match.

Scoring 16 goals is a remarkable achievement and reflects the hard work the team has put
into training. The boys should be incredibly proud of their efforts and the way they
represented the school.

Well done to the entire team on a fantastic result. We look forward to seeing what you can
achieve in your next match!

Autumn Term Parents’ Evening

Save the Date

This term’s Parents’ Evening will take place on Wednesday 9" December and Thursday 10"
December from 4-6.30pm.
However, RP's Parent's Evening will be on Tuesday 24th November and Thursday 26th
November.
Letters will be sent out closer to the date.




Poppy Sale

gopogopoopopoooopooooooooopPoooopooPOO0DODD0

School Council Poppy Sale in the
Discovery Den Breaktime
Tuesday 3™ November

!ﬂf | | ! b N |

There will be a poppy sale in the discovery den with
some School Coundl children assisting with the sale of

poppies, wristbands, slap bands and reflective poppies.

Sales are limited to only one item per child.
* Snap bands £1.00
* Paper poppies — any monetary donation

® Poppy reflectors for zips - S0p
e Fabric bracelets - £1.00

Thank you
Miss Westwood and Sdhool Counal
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Golden Book Awards

Congratulations to the following children who have been awarded a ‘Golden Book
Certificate’ since the previous newsletter

16th October 23rd October

RP - Anayah A RP - Isla S
RW - Bayan H RW - Isabel D
ICS - Zaisha M ICS - Ava-Noura R
[SS - Abdullah N ISS - Scarlett E
2B - Imaani M 2B - Alice P
2D - Emmeline W 2D - George M
3L - Frankie C 3L - Kiera B
3K-Ava T 3K - Na'imah M
4G - Lottie T 4G - Aaira A
4AM - Freddie B 4M - Harper C
5C - HarperR 5C - Emily S
5R - Bobby W 5R - Natasha C
6C - Oliver K 6C - Carys J
6P - River B 6P - Topy P
PE - Liam C (Year 2) PE - Albie M (Year 4)
French - French - Frankie B (Year 4)

Mrs Garratt’s
ka Party /féﬁ

23rd October
ICS - Noah M 3L - Isla-Rose H

ICS - Zaira M 4G - Olivia C

2D - Reece H 5R - Karina S

2B - Henna B 6P - River B
3K - Savannah S

A A huge well done to those children who have earned enough holes/stickers to go to tea party!



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ZxZbRVvbYM

Year 1l & 2's
Newsletter

Year 1

Year One had a great time when Stu from
Circus Sensible came to visit. He was very
funny and taught us lots of tricks such as
how to use a flower stick, spin plates, juggle
with scarves and balance plates on our head.
In English we have been learning the difference
between a fiction and non-fiction book and
have written our own non-fiction booklet about
a circus. In History we have been learning how
circuses have changed. In the past there were
lots of animals that did tricks but now they do
not perform because it is cruel.

Last week Year Two enjoyed their visit to St
Paul’ s Church. Reverend Mark showed us
around the church and explained the
importance of different parts such as the
stained-glass windows, the alter and the font.
He let us try on his robes and explained why
they were different colours and what the
colours meant. This week we have looked at
how religious believers use music to help them
worship.

——

Reception

Newsletter

What a fun couple of weeks we have had in
Reception Class! We have loved having our
parents and carers join us for our Stay and
Play sessions, thank you.

Recently, we have heen so impressed with the
children’s phonics learning, it is clear how
hard you have been working at home on
your sound keyrings. Well done! Please
remember to return these to school so we
can give you your next set and also write in
your reading diary each time that you
read.

We hope you have a wonderful half term!




Year 3 & 4's
Newsletter

In Year 3, the children began studying sketches
of Stonehenge in Art, using these as inspiration
for their own drawings. In Science, they
investigated soil and explored how rocks can
change over time. In Geography, they developed
their map-reading skills by locating different

SR counties across the country. In English, the
Yar 5 children wrote their own Stone Age adventure
stories, applying their creative writing skills to

develop engaging narratives. We are pleased

Year 5 & 6'3 with the children’s continued effort and

engagement across all areas of learning.
Newsletter

Year 5
In Year 5, we have been focussing on the short
film '"The Piano'. It focusses on @ man as he

In Year 4, we have continued to enjoy a range
of exciting learning opportunities across the
curriculum. In Science, the children explored
how to change the pitch of sounds by making

looks back over his life and is excellent. The  their own panpipes and investigating how the
children have written some brilliant pieces of length of the pipes affected the sounds
work which are full of atmosphere and detail. ~ produced. In Art, they completed their final
This week we have also produced work for ~ Pieces, focusing on symmetry and perspective in
Black History Week. We created some excellent  their drawings. In History, we began learning
artwork based on the principles of the Civil 200Ut the everyaay lives of Roman Britons and
Rights movement which the children really what life was like in Roman Britain. In

English, we started reading our new class text,
Escape to Pompeii, which has introduced us to
life during Roman times. We look forward to
continuing our learning and exploring these
topics further in the coming weeks.

enjoyed.

Year 6
The children of Year 6 have been completing
their artwork based on the painting of van
Gogh. They have created a landscape using
the correct style and there have been some
brilliant results. In English we have finished
our work hased on The Hunger Games. The
children have heen very mature throughout
this work and have produced some excellent
written work.




Highfields Hall of Fame

This part of the newsletter is for us to celebrate our children's achievements outside of school. If
your child/children have done something you would like us to know about and to share on here
(and our social media pages) please email a short description and a photograph to
Highfields.Enquiry@highfields.sandwell.sch.uk with the subject #myaspirations

Congratulations to Emily for her fantastic
achievement in joining the Brierley Hill
Musical Theatre Company and taking to
the stage in their recent production of

Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat!

Emily performed as part of the Children's

Ensemble across four shows at the Brierley

Hill Civic and will star in their pantomime

Dick Whittington in January.

What an amazing accomplishment, Emily!

#myaspirations

A huge congratulations to Adam L for his
outstanding achievements at a recent
kickboxing competition with Halesowen Martial
Arts Centre!

Competing against talented kickboxers from
across the region, Adam put in a fantastic
performance and proudly brought home:
¥ Ist Place in the Light Contact category
¥ 2nd Place in the Points category
% 3rd Place in the Open Weight category
What an incredible accomplishment! We are
extremely proud of his success. Well done,
Adam, on representing your club so brilliantly
and for being a fantastic role model for
others.

#myaspirations

REAMCOAT
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