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How many times have you already 
read today?



A love of reading is the biggest indicator 

of future academic success.
OECD (The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development)



The first steps to accurate word reading and 

developing fluency….

Phonics 

• At Highfields, children have been taught phonics since 

starting in Nursery or Reception. 

• All phonics teaching in school follows the ‘Little Wandle’ 

programme, including phonics interventions in KS2. 

• Words are broken into the smallest chunks of sounds 

(phonemes) to aid reading. 



Terminology 

Phoneme Split vowel digraph 

Grapheme Blend 

Digraph Segment

Trigraph



Phonics

Segmenting and Blending to read 

gardener        

examining          

forever   







Phonics

What children with 90% fluency read….

Star and dad are at the shops. Dad xxxxxx to the list. They need a  

xxxxxx, a bunch of greens and a sweetcorn. 

“Can we get crisps?” begs Star. 

Dad xxxxxx “No, crisps are not on the list. 

“Can we get xxxxxxx?” begs Star. 

Dad xxxxxxxx. “No sweets are not on the list.” 

“Can we get jam?” begs Star. 

Dad xxxxxxx. 



Phonics

What children with 100% fluency read….

Star and dad are at the shops. Dad points to the list. They need a  

beetroot, a bunch of greens and a sweetcorn. 

“Can we get crisps?”begs Star. 

Dad frowns. “No, crisps are not on the list. 

“Can we get sweets?” begs Star. 

Dad groans. “No sweets are not on the list.” 

“Can we get jam?” begs Star. 

Dad agrees. 



Books going home



Reading at Home

• Being read aloud to is really important. Please use the book to 

share for this. 

• The phonic reading book is available online for your child to 

read to you. (Letters to request a paper copy will be sent 

home today.) 

• Please read at home with your child at least 3x a week and 

write this in their reading record. (All reading counts.) 

• Let your child see you read. 



Reading for Pleasure

• Developing a love of reading is one of the most important, 

but at times hardest, things to develop for every child. 

• Giving children the tools to become fluent readers is the first 

step. 

• Then, giving lots of opportunities to read and explore 

different books in different situations is key. 


